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Important Dates 

January 9-13                        Semester Exams 

January 13        End of 2nd Grading Period 

January 16-17                                  No School 

February 18                 Odyssey of the Mind 
                                Concessions  Fundraiser  
 
February 28                             FCAT Writes 

March 3-April 1                    Yankees Spring  
                Training Concessions Fundraiser  
 
March 5                         Strawberry Festival,  
                                                           No School  
 
March 12-16                               Spring Break 
 
March 30          End of 3rd Grading Period  
 

A Special THANKS to Our Member Partners 
 
Since the inception of our program, The SCHS IB Partnership  has sent out  

requests to our membership to help offset our costs and to make our events 

and fundraising opportunities a success. We have always been able to 

count on generous contributions from our member families whenever 

called on! 

 We would like to offer a special THANKS to Kelly and Michael Brocato 

for all of their many sandwich platters and gift card donations to our 

program and faculty.  Brocato’s Sandwich Shop is a long-standing Tampa 

tradition offering a wonderful array of local tastes including authentic 

Cuban sandwiches, devil crabs, and stuffed potatoes in addition to a full 

Spanish/Cuban/Italian inspired menu.  It truly showcases the rich culinary 

heritage of Tampa--as the lines forming outside the door daily can attest to!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We would also like to say THANK YOU to Amanda Hyde for offering a 

delightful array of muffins, pastries, and pumpkin bread from Mimi’sCafé 

whenever needed. The muffins are always a hit at our bake sale during the  

annual Spaghetti Dinner!  Mimi's Cafe has served up breakfast, lunch, and 

dinner inspired by the fresh, seasonal dishes and effortless style of the 

French Countryside for over 30 years and has a convenient location in the 

Brandon area. Mimi's delights the senses with cuisine that has a touch of 

The French Quarter of New Orleans! 

Support the businesses that support us--whenever you can! 

Kelly Shirley, SCHS IB Partnership President 

 
 

 

 

 

 We have a new WEBSITE!  Visit 

www.SCHS-IBPartner.org for one-

stop information on the IB Programme.   

 You can e-mail us at 

SCHS.IBPartner@gmail.com .   

 Join us on Facebook!  Search 

STRAWBERRY CREST HIGH 
SCHOOL IB PARTNERSHIP and 

click LIKE!  

 

  

BROCATO’S SANDWICH SHOP  
Kelly & Michael Brocato  (Owners) 
5021 East Columbus Drive, Tampa, FL  

MIMI’S CAFÉ  
Amanda Hyde (Area Coach) 
804 Providence Road, Brandon, FL  

 
Keeping Up 
With SCHS IB  
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The Extended Essay is a 4,000 word paper that should take approximately 40 hours worth of work to complete, and it 

does count as a core requirement of the program.  Combined with the Theory of Knowledge (TOK)  paper, the extended 

essay is worth up to 3 points towards an IB diploma.  A student who does not complete an Extended Essay will NOT 

receive an IB diploma.  Poor performance on the extended essay can also prohibit a student from receiving an IB diploma.  

In other words . . . it is a BIG deal! 

The good news is that the Extended Essay is a year long process that  has been broken down into many small, manageable 

tasks for your student.  Each student is also assigned an Extended Essay supervisor who will spend 3 to 5 hours working 

with your student and guiding them through the process.  Our students began their Extended Essays this past December 

in their TOK class.  Ms. Sara Hofmann gave students a thorough orientation on the process and will continue to assist 

them throughout the entire year.  Students have already chosen their subjects and have been assigned to a supervisor.  

Students have also had an opportunity to read through some samples of essays and to look over the guidelines.  Most 

students appeared to be relieved by looking at the samples because they recognize that they are each very capable of 

scoring well on their own essay.  Less than 2 percent of students who complete an extended essay score an “E” (the lowest 

possible grade).   

The next steps for the student will include them narrowing their subject down into a specific subject (due January 18th) 

and then turning it into a valid question (due February 15th).  It is important that as your student selects a question they 

bear in mind a few pieces of advice:  

 The question should be one that is worth asking.  

 The question should be one that can be answered.  

 The question should be able to be answered in a 4,000-word / 40-hour paper.  

 The question should conform to the guidelines for that particular subject area.   

 

Once students have determined their question, the next steps include writing an outline (due March 23rd), creating an 

annotated bibliography (due April 25th), and writing a rough draft.  The first five pages of the rough draft are due to the 

student’s supervisor on May 25th.  This will serve as a check to ensure your student is on the “right track” prior to leaving 

for summer break.  When students return from summer, they will be expected to submit a complete rough draft (due 

September 10th).   

Between September and November, each supervisor will sit down individually with their students to go over the rough 

draft in detail.  Supervisors are not permitted to “edit” the papers but  will be thorough in their advice and comments to 

the students.  Students will then have an opportunity to revise and finalize their Extended Essay.  The final due date will 

be December 14, 2012.  Many of the deadlines throughout the process will also count towards the student’s TOK course 

grade.   

continued next page 

 

 

IB Spotlight On . . . The Extended Essay 

The Extended Essay process has begun for the Class of 2013!  As a parent of an IB junior you 

probably have many questions.  Here is an overview of what to expect as your student begins the 

Extended Essay process.   
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Extended Essay (Continued) 

Once the students turn in their final draft, it is submitted to the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).  

Moderators from around the world will be responsible for scoring your student’s essay.  The essay may receive one of the 

following grades:  

 A – Excellent  
 B – Good 
 C – Satisfactory 
 D – Mediocre 
 E – Elementary 
  
A student who receives a grade of “E” on either their TOK paper or their Extended Essay will be required to attain 28 

points in order to qualify for an IB diploma.  A student who scores an “E” on both the TOK paper and the extended essay 

will NOT qualify for an IB Diploma.  A student who does not turn in a TOK paper or an Extended Essay will NOT qualify 

for an IB diploma.  Students have received a copy of the scoring rubric so that they are well aware of what is required to 

attain the desired score.  

Finally here is some of the advice that we have given to students in regards to the Extended Essay:  

 Stay in the box.  Formatting is very important for a good score on the Extended Essay.  It is important that your 

student follows the guidelines precisely so that they achieve a desirable score.  

 Don’t procrastinate!  It goes without saying that this is far too major of an assignment to put it off until the 

weekend before it is due.  We have attempted to assist with this problem by breaking the process into 

incremental deadlines.   

 Pick a good question.  For many students this is the most difficult part of the paper.  Remind your student that the 

staff is here to assist them with this process.  

 Listen to the supervisor.  All of our teachers have been trained by IBO on how to supervise Extended Essays.  The 

advice they give your student is intended to benefit your student, not stifle them.  Please encourage your student 

to follow the advice of their supervisor.  

  Review the rubric.  There is no mystery as to how this paper will be scored.  Encourage your student to review 

the rubric regularly and even score their own essay.   

  Don’t commit malpractice!  All papers will be submitted through plagiarism software.  Any issues of malpractice 

(including but not limited to plagiarism and collusion) will result in no score for the Extended Essay hence 

eliminating your student’s opportunity to earn an IB diploma.   

 Use resources!  Students have been given guidelines, sample essays, a rubric, access to the USF library, a 

supervisor, an Extended Essay Coordinator . . . everything they need to be successful as they embark on this 

learning opportunity. 

 

If you have any other questions about the Extended Essay process, please feel free to contact our Extended Essay 

Coordinator, Ms. Hofmann.   

Best of luck to the Class of 2013! 

Tiffany Ewell, IB Programme Coordinator 
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News From the Freshman Liaison 

Happy New Year Class of 2015!  My name is Liz Gray, my son, 

Michael, is a freshman,  and I am your new class liaison!  I 

hope everyone had a relaxing Winter Holiday!  This first year is 

flying by-- we are almost halfway through, and semester exams 

will be concluding as this newsletter is published.  I want to help 

the families of the Class of 2015 stay up-to- date on the events 

and activities that all of us should be aware of.  My first 

announcement is that the Costa Rica trip this summer is now 

open to freshmen!  Check out the article below for all the 

information you need to be part of this exciting trip!   I look 

forward to meeting and getting to know more of you during the 

rest of the year.  If you have any suggestions, questions, or 

concerns that I can address, please use my contact information 

listed below.  See you soon! 

Liz Gray 
semasgray@me.com 
813-323-3723 

 

Hello Juniors! 

Congratulations on completing the first semester 

of your junior year!  Things are getting very busy for 

all of you. Many of you are beginning to tour college 

campuses and have college applications on your 

mind. You are working hard on completing your CAS 

hours and now have an extended essay to think 

about. Remember to breath, use your time wisely, 

and do not procrastinate!  Putting off today what you 

can do tomorrow is not a good idea. And don’t stress 

out. Talk with your friends and family if you are 

feeling overwhelmed.  Make sure you eat right, get 

plenty of rest, and take care of yourself.  Make time to 

stay involved with your favorite activities. Remember 

all work and no play is not good for you! 

Arlene Vest 
Junior Liaison  
 

 

 

 

 

For those of you who do not want to miss out on this fantastic summer trip, there is still time left to register. The 

enrollment deadline is March 11th.  Payment deadline is March 11th if you are not on a payment plan with EF Tours.  For 

those of you who are registered, please check your EF account and make sure the name listed is exactly as it appears on 

your passport.  If it is not, please correct it immediately.  There is a $125 name change fee if the name EF Tours has listed for 

you is not the same as what is on your passport.  You cannot get on the airplane if both names do not match.  We will be 

scheduling a meeting prior to the trip to discuss last minute details.  If you need any further information, please feel free to 

contact the Trip Leader, Arlene Vest, at arlene41red@yahoo.com.  Come join us in what is sure to be a fun-filled 9-day 

adventure in Costa Rica! 

IB Summer 2013 Trip . . . We Need Your Input 

Hey IB students and family, have you started thinking about where you would like to go in the summer of 2013?  Well, the 

IB Partnership has!!  We are beginning to plan our next student trip, and we would like your input!  Go to eftours.com and 

check out the many summer tours they have then let us know which ones you might be interested in. We will narrow the 

list down to three and put it to a vote. We would like to have the location decided as soon as possible, so let us know what 

you think. Send your choices to Arlene Vest at arlene41red@yahoo.com. 

Please note:  These trips are not affiliated with Hillsborough County Public Schools or Strawberry Crest High. 

School. 

 

Countdown to Costa Rica Summer 2012!  Attention Freshman! 

We are all very excited about the summer trip to Costa Rica! The travel dates are June 29 through 

July 7, 2012. The IB Parent Partnership has decided to open the trip attendance to current 

freshman in the IB Program!  If you would like to check out the Costa Rica trip, you will find the 

details at eftours.com.  The tour number is 1098534. 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Capuchin_Costa_Rica.jpg
mailto:Russoe16@gmail.com
mailto:arlene41red@yahoo.com
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Capuchin_Costa_Rica.jpg
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IB Holiday Luncheon Buffet a Great Success! 

It was a beautiful holiday story!! Thanks to the generosity and 

endless holiday spirit of the IB parents, a delicious IB holiday 

luncheon was served to IB teachers and staff on December 15th, 

2011.    The IB teachers and staff were given the gift of food and 

good tidings as a thank you for all the hard work they do for our 

students. The Italian-themed entrees, salads,  and desserts,  and 

the holiday gifts were greatly appreciated by all.  Thank you to all 

the families who donated food, gift cards, money, and time to 

make this annual event a great success.  In addition, the IB Parent 

Partnership would like to thank our Strawberry Crest Culinary 

Department for allowing us to use their room and kitchen.  The 

IB commends the culinary students and their teacher Chef 

Melton for their pleasant and helpful attitude.  They, too, were a 

part of this luncheon’s successful outcome.  As always, we want 

to thank Ms. Lewis for her never ending assistance.   Best wishes 

for the coming New Year!! 

 

 

 

Simply the best . . .Volunteers! 
 
The IB Partnership wishes to extend a huge 

THANK YOU to all of our volunteers for sharing 

their time and talents.  In each newsletter, we will 

begin telling you about individual volunteers who 

have gone above and beyond the call of duty to help 

the IB Programme and Strawberry Crest . 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie works full-time from home for Bank of 

America, but finds time to volunteer countless 

hours at her church and with numerous community 

projects sponsored by BOA.   

 

In 2011, Stephanie recorded more than 130 hours 

volunteering with the SCHS Marching Chargers' 

Band and the IB Partnership.  "I enjoy giving back; it 

doesn't cost a lot of money and I always have time,"  

Stephanie says. 

 

Most recently Stephanie logged 20 hours the week 

before Christmas gift wrapping at Toys 'R Us with 

the IB Partnership.   Her plans for the New Year 

include continuing her work at Strawberry Crest, 

working 2 hours a week as a substitute teacher at 

her church's day school, and working with Team 

Bank of America. 

 

The IB Partnership would like to thank Stephanie 

for her continued dedication to Strawberry Crest.  

We look forward to seeing her at our next event.  

And we encourage all of you to join in Stephanie's 

efforts. 

 

 

Stephanie Strever is a 

single mother of two.  Her 

oldest daughter, Gabby, is a 

Senior at Strawberry Crest 

in the veterinarian assistant 

program and her youngest 

daughter, Kaylee, is an IB 

junior planning to study 

fashion design after 

graduation. 
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Fundraising 
 

The IB Partnership 2011 fundraising campaign ended with a bang!  

Our Christmas Gift Wrapping fundraiser brought in a total of 

$3639.25 thanks to all the generous gift wrapping donations and 

gracious parent and student volunteers.   That is THREE times the 

amount we earned last year!  Having two locations this year, Toys 'R 

Us and Lifeway Christian Bookstore, proved to be very successful! 
 

Coming up soon, we will be in need of volunteers for the Odyssey of the Mind competition on Saturday, February 

18th.  We have been given the honor to host this event once again this year--it has proven to be a great fundraising 

success!  We will need student and parent volunteers to assist in the concessions stands and throughout the campus 

guiding our guests.  E-mail updates will be sent as we get closer to the event.  Students will have the opportunity to earn 

action and creative hours!  

 

                     

                         One of our biggest fundraisers to date is fast approaching in March and April!  We will be 

participating  in concession sales during Yankees spring training games.  We will need parent volunteers during the 

weekday games.  During weekend games we are in need of parent and student volunteers--students must be at least 16 

years old and can earn action hours.  For the calendar visit  http://steinbrennerfield.com/springtrainingschedule.html ! 

 

 

 

 

The funds from all fundraisers help us to continue to provide our students and teachers with 

enrichment activities and supplies.  The majority of the funds raised are set aside for each 

class to offset the costs of hosting the Senior IB Banquet, starting with the Class of 2013.  

We are currently actively seeking a location for our first Senior IB Banquet and we are in 

need of a team of parents willing to help coordinate the event.  If you would like to assist 

with the banquet or any of the events previously mentioned, please contact me.  We 

welcome the extra help! 

 

Thank you, 

Melissa Gonzales, VP of Fundraising and Events 

813-817-0830 

 

 
2011-2012 IB Partnership Fundraising Goal:  $20,000 

 

http://www.sportslogos.net/logo.php?id=1256
http://www.sportslogos.net/logo.php?id=1256
http://steinbrennerfield.com/springtrainingschedule.html
http://www.sportslogos.net/logo.php?id=1256
http://www.sportslogos.net/logo.php?id=1256
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End-of-Grading-Period Wrap-Up From Your IB Teachers 

9th Grade 
 
In English I Pre-IB, our freshmen are literally trudging through Dickens' Great Expectations. They are also improving their 

reading comprehension and writing skills. They will be completing projects on the novels soon.  Our next endeavor will be 

Robert Fitzgerald's translation of The Odyssey.  This journey will also involve their retelling of the epic through the use of 

 homemade videos or interactive skits in class.  We will also study Shakespeare's tragedy of Romeo and Juliet.  Students 

cannot use parallel texts or No Fear  or abridged editions.  There are plans for a Shakespearean wedding this year. 

 

The freshmen have finished their study of American Government Honors, ending with the judicial system. We  will begin 

our study of World History Pre-IB in the second semester. 

 

In Biology Pre-IB, freshman will be completing their science fair projects this third quarter.   The school will have a science 

fair in March or April with awards presented.  The students have been working on the projects from the beginning of the 

year. They are designed to provide the students with a taste of what a proper biological research project should include. 

 There are some extremely good projects being done, and we hope to have a large crowd at our display of the projects. 

 

 Spanish 1 Pre-IB students have just finished a section related to sports vocabulary along with some important verbal 

expressions such as acabar de.  Kudos to all Spanish 1 students that are truly attempting to only communicate in Spanish. 

 Several students visited a local Colombian restaurant to try empanadas over Christmas break.  French 1 Pre-IB students 

have just finished a section related to food vocabulary and the major verbs 'prendre' and 'aller'.  Kudos to Joel Fernandez, 

Rose Tibbetts, Greg Crandall, and Tadd Yeager for going out of their way to try to speak in French only.  Several students 

recently watched The Adventures of Tintin over the Christmas break to become familiar with a comic strip that is very well 

known in France and throughout Europe. 
 

In Inquiry Skills, freshman have been studying human rights and genocides from around the world.  We are currently 

beginning the Holocaust with a comprehensive study of Judaism and Hitler's rise to prominence in Germany during the 

1920's and 1930's. 
 
10th Grade 
 
Sophomore English II Pre-IB students will start Hamlet by William Shakespeare. 
 
In Physics Honors, we are planning a trip to Busch Gardens, as well as a celebration of “Physics Day” on December 2. 
 
AP European History students had written their first DBQ by the time they left for winter break. Day One students had a 

different DBQ topic than Day Two students.  

In Trigonometry IB, the students are working on inverse functions of sine, cosine, and tangent.  They are also working on 

projects that deal with taking data from wave heights and creating their own trig function as well as finding natural forms 

of sine, cosine, and tangent functions in nature.   Those students will take digital images of those particular waves in nature 

and then overlay that with a drawing that describes the particular type of function that they found.  They will then write 

the equation of that function on the project. 
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End-of-Grading-Period Wrap-Up From Your IB Teachers (Continued) 

10th Grade (Continued) 
 
Spanish students took the oral and written parts of the semester exam before the winter break. 

 

11th Grade  

In English III IB, classes finished up their Individual Oral Presentations (IOPs) right before the holiday break. In doing so 

they earned 15 percent of their IB English score.  Mrs. Allen and Mr. Resciniti were greatly impressed with the high levels of 

preparation and presentation demonstrated by our scholars.  During the week of January 2-6 students were invited to take 

an extra credit test on The Hour of the Star by Clarice Lispector. 

 

The Biology II IB classes are finishing photosynthesis and beginning cellular respiration.  This semester we will be laying 

the foundations for a proper internally-assessed lab report.  Also this semester, the biology students, along with the IB 

chemistry and physics students, will be conducting a required 10-hour project.  This is called the Group IV Project and 

represents a team approach to solving a problem which each team will identify.  The project must be completed to satisfy 

the requirements for the IB diploma.  The final results of the project will be on display for all students and interested 

parents in the media center sometime in April.  The specific dates will be announced later.  This project emphasizes process 

and not product.  Because the students have much freedom in the project question, they usually enjoy the experience very 

much.  A major objective of the project is to demonstrate to our students that science research in this day involves 

cooperation from all areas of science.  

 

For Physics II IB students, Physics Day (December 2nd) at Busch Gardens was a great experience.  It's great when we can 

mix fun with practical applications. 

 

In AP U.S. History, we are beginning the third grading period with the study of westward expansion and the civil war.  

 
In Spanish IV IB, students will start writing 250-word essays on the topics "Environment," "Social Problems in Your 

Community," and "Culture"  during the third grading period.  They will follow the format for the IB Exam.   At the same 

time, they will be presenting "Oral Practices" with the same topics.  Oral Examinations will be recorded and should be 300 

words in 5 minutes. 

 
In French IV IB, students have been working on developing phrases in the subjunctive form.  They have also been studying 

Notre Dame de Paris, the musical, along with themes including racism, social class problems, and the environment.  Several 

students recently watched The Adventures of Tintin over the Christmas break to become familiar with a comic strip that is 

very well known in France and throughout Europe.  Kudos to all students that are truly attempting to limit their 

communication to French. 
 
In Theory of Knowledge (TOK), we finished Ways of Knowing before the break and will be moving into the Internal 

Assessment portion of TOK class, the presentation.  Students will view example presentations and use the TOK curriculum 

to form presentations on a topic of their choice. 

 
 
 



 

IB Partnership Board 

President 
  Kelly Shirley, 813-690-5392, kshirley451@aol.com 
 
VP, Membership and Committees 
  Bobbi Camp, 813-431-1494, bcamp@zuckerman.com 
 
VP, Fundraising and Events 
  Melissa Gonzales, 813-817-0830, agonzales73@gmail.com 
 
Secretary, Newsletter Editor 
  Miriam Leech, 813-684-5074, tomandmiriamfla@verizon.net 
 
Historian 
  Debbie Olney, 813-928-5492, dolney1@verizon.net 
 
Junior Class Liaison 
  Arlene Vest, 813-453-3759, arlene41red@yahoo.com 
 
Sophomore Class Liaison 
  Liz Russo, 813-650-3530, russoe16@gmail.com 
 
Freshman Class Liaison 
  Liz Gray, 813-323-3723, semasgray@me.com 
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Guidance/CAS News 
 

Relay for Life is coming!  The 2012 event will be 

held April 20th and 21st, starting at 5:30 p.m. at 

Plant City High School.  If you want to register, 

sign up online for your grade’s team. Once you 

have signed up, please bring $5 to Mrs. Smith.  You 

can start fundraising any time! Remember, if you 

would like to stay overnight, you must raise $100 

on your own--THIS IS YOUR EVENT!  

 

Juniors, have you taken the SAT yet?  What are 

you waiting for?!  The next SAT you can sign up 

for is March 10th, 2012. The last day to sign up is 

February 10th.  Don’t forget about the free help you 

can get from doing SAT Online or SAT Saturday 

Prep Classes. The next Saturday sessions start on 

February 11th. 

 

Parents and students, would you like to receive 

periodic updates about CAS opportunities, and 

other important events going on around SCHS? 

Sign up for our new IB ListServ! There’s a link to 

sign up on the main page of our school website. 

Make sure you sign up for the one that’s titled 

“Strawberry Crest High School--IB Students.” 

Students, don’t forget to keep checking the flyers 

posted in your homerooms as another way of 

getting this important information. 

 

My website is changing!  Information from The IB 

Partnership, IB page of the school website, and my 

guidance page are now consolidated into one 

website!  Therefore, my section will be specific to 

CAS events and a few other odds and ends. Visit 

www.SCHS-IBPartner.org and check out the 

"Guidance" tab for good college tips! 

 

Thank you,  

Kelly Smith, IB Guidance Counselor 

813-707-7522  x242 

 

 

IB Students and CAS 

IB students spent the day before Thanksgiving volunteering at 

Metropolitan Ministries in downtown Tampa. 


