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January 13-17                  First Semester Exams           
                                                     End of Semester 
 
January 20-21                                      No School 
 
February 5                  Talent Show Auditions 
 
February 15                      Odyssey of the Mind 
                                  IB Partnership Fundraiser 
 
February 25-26                            FCAT Writes 
 
March 1              Class of 2014 Senior Banquet                              
                                                       Tickets on Sale 
 
March 3                      Strawberry Festival Day 
                                                                No School 
 
March 5                        Talent Show Rehearsal 
 
March 6                                           Talent Show 
 
March 10-14                                    Spring Break 
 
March 28                       End of Grading Period 
 
March 29                    Annual IB Spring Picnic 
                         IB Partnership Board Elections 
 
March 31                               Final Day to Order 
               Class of 2014 Graduation Yard Signs  

 

Important Dates 

Planning Underway for the 
2014 IB Senior Banquet! 

 
The 2014 IB Senior Banquet will take place on Thursday, May 29, 2014, 

in the Grand Ballroom at the historic Floridan Palace in downtown 

Tampa.  The evening will celebrate the achievements and 

accomplishments of the Class of 2014 as they prepare to graduate from 

the Strawberry Crest IB Programme. 

A committee meeting is planned for Sunday, January 19, 2014, 

beginning at 3:00 pm at the Brandon Public Library.   We are looking 

for volunteers to help with the planning and execution of this 

memorable event.  We need your special talents and support to make 

this event a success for our students!  Join us as we discuss the details 

for invitations, event programs, senior gifts, table top decorations, 

audio visual presentations, and much more. 

Please RSVP to Bobbi Camp if you can attend this planning meeting, 

(813) 431-1494 or bcamp@zuckerman.com. 

 
 
 
 

 

The Floridan Palace in downtown Tampa is the site of 

the Class of 2014 Senior Banquet to be held May 29th. 

bcamp@zuckerman.com
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Coffee House on Campus 

 In early December, the IB Partnership introduced 

Strawberry Crest students and faculty to its newest 

business partner, LA-BOW LLC, a local distributor of 

Organo Gold coffee products.  The company and coffee 

service are new to Strawberry Crest, but the people 

responsible are not. 

Do the names Mia and Sherron Small, Sr. sound familiar?  

They should.  Mia and Sherron are the parents of 2013 IB 

graduate Arianna Small and current traditional student 

Ashli Small.  Together the family operates the new 

Chargers‟ Coffee House offering a selection of hot or iced 

coffees, tea and frappes.  For years students asked the IB 

Partnership for on-campus coffee service and this family 

business filled that request perfectly. 

The Chargers‟ Coffee House is open Monday through 

Friday, from 6:15 - 7:30 a.m., with a percentage of the 

monthly sales being donated to the IB Partnership to 

support various projects and programs. 

 

 

IB Chargers and staff 
alike have packed the 
new Coffee House, 
available Monday 
through Friday, 6:15-7:30 
a.m. outside of the 
cafeteria.  A percentage 
of profits benefit the IB 
Partnership and in turn 
support our Programme! 
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We’re Just a Click Away. . . 

 Visit the SCHS website and click on International Baccalaureate to access one-stop information on the IB 

Programme, Upcoming Fundraising and Events, Class News, Our IB Directory, and Guidance News.  

 You can e-mail us at SCHS.IBPartner@gmail.com  

 Join us on Facebook!  Search STRAWBERRY CREST HIGH SCHOOL IB PARTNERSHIP and click LIKE! 

 
 

 Sign up for the IB Directory so you can network with fellow IB students and families (password 
protected for privacy).  

News from the Classes 

Seniors 

The Class of 2014 had a busy start to the year! On top of their school work, our seniors were busy applying to colleges 

and are now starting to get good news. Some of our recent college acceptances include Brown University, the University 

of Pennsylvania, Auburn University, the University of South Florida, Florida State University, the University of Central 

Florida, and Nova Southeastern University! Parents, remember to have your student report their college acceptances 

to Mrs. Smith as they continue to receive good news.  For your convenience, Mrs. Smith created a Google Doc for 

gathering this info. It was e-mailed to parents and posted on Edsby for students, but you can also get to it here: 

http://tinyurl.com/mrzd7lx. 

 

Reminder!  February 7th is the last day to order caps and gowns!  Steps for ordering:  visit www.herffjonesstpete.com, 

register student, sign in, and order!  It is that simple!  No need to indicate that your student is IB ~ Herff Jones has a 

complete listing of our students.  The IB gown is a specialty gown, so the factory needs time to fill the orders!  Don‟t 

delay! 
                                                                                                        

 

Senior Parents, don’t miss out!!!  On sale are Class of 2014 
Graduation Yard Signs for $20 (delivery will be in March).  

After March 1st the cost is $25. Visit the Senior Page of the IB 
website for the order form:  http://www.schs-ibpartner.org.   
Order forms also are available from Susan Lewis in the guidance 
lobby or by contacting Christy Turley, Senior Liaison, 

christyturley@hotmail.com. 

mailto:SCHS.IBPartner@gmail.com
http://www.herffjonesstpete.com/
http://www.schs-ibpartner.org/
christyturley@hotmail.com
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News from the Classes 

Juniors 

The Extended Essay process begins January 22, 2014, for the Class of 2015! Parents, fasten your seat belts as your 

student begins the Extended Essay you have heard about since freshmen year.  Here is an overview of the Extended 

Essay process: 

The Extended Essay is a 4,000 word paper that should take approximately 40 hours of work to complete, and it does 

count as a core requirement of the Programme.  Combined with the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) paper, the Extended 

Essay is worth up to 3 points towards an IB diploma.  A student who does not complete an Extended Essay will NOT 

receive an IB diploma.  Poor performance on the extended essay can also prohibit a student from receiving an IB 

diploma.  In other words . . . it is a BIG deal! 

The good news is that the Extended Essay is a year-long process that has been broken down into many small, 

manageable tasks. Each student is also assigned an Extended Essay supervisor who will spend 3 to 5 hours working 

with the student and guiding them through the process.  Your student has had an Extended Essay introduction from 

Mr. Christopher Kopel via AP U.S. History and has been assigned the first two primary tasks ~ the selection of a 

research topic and the formulating of a research question.  These should have been worked on during winter break.  He 

will further introduce students to the expectations and requirements of the EE once TOK begins January 22nd, and he 

will continue to assist students throughout the entire year.   

The next steps for students will be to turn in a valid question (due January 22nd).  The question should be: 

 One that is worth asking.  

 One that can be answered.  

 Able to be answered in a 4,000-word /40-hour paper.  

 Conform to the guidelines for that particular subject area.   

Once students have determined their question, the next steps include creating an annotated bibliography (part A due 

Feb 10th and part B due March 4th), writing an outline (due March 18th), and writing a rough draft (which will be 

produced in parts over April and May).  A completed first copy involving all of the mandatory elements of the EE will 

be due June 5th before leaving for summer break.    All of the deadlines throughout the process will also count towards 

the student‟s TOK course grade.   

Once the students turn in their final draft, it is submitted to the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).  

Moderators from around the world will be responsible for scoring the student‟s essay.  

One last thing! Please do not forget to mark your calendars for February 26th, when all juniors in Hillsborough County 

will be taking a full-length SAT for free. For more information please visit the Guidance website: 

http://schsguidance.webstarts.com/college_resources.html. 

Good luck to you all. 

Nurat Aro-Lambo 
Junior Liaison 
nurat@verizon.net 

http://schsguidance.webstarts.com/college_resources.html
nurat@verizon.net
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Sophomores 

The class of 2016 has made great strides preparing for entry into the formal International Baccalaureate Programme next 

fall.   In English, they practiced doing Individual Oral Presentations (IOPs).  In November, sophomores completed their 

course programming in which they selected the HL and SL classes for their junior and senior years. They are also 

finishing up their 50 pre-IB CAS hours, which are due prior to final exams in the spring.   This is a warm-up for the 150 

CAS hours required for the IB diploma, which they can begin earning when they enter the Diploma Programme in 

August.   

Results for the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) will be available in January.  Last fall‟s test was a practice 

run for the junior year PSAT, which is used as a qualifier for the National Merit Scholarship program.  The results for 

the sophomore test will let you know what areas your student needs to focus on in preparing for the junior PSAT and 

SAT tests. 

Bruce Philipoom 
Sophomore Liaison 
brucephi@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Freshmen 

Freshman students, refreshed from winter break and finished with semester exams, are ready to “hit the books” and 

continue their rigorous schedule into the third grading period.  Although there have been lots of adjustments coming 

into high school, overall “WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER” seems to be the Freshman motto!  

Many freshmen found time to help 8th graders from local middle schools learn what the SCHS IB Programme has to 

offer by allowing them to “shadow” for the day!  Many of the potential IB candidates were impressed by how 

motivating the teachers are and how the students in the program all support each other.  They were shocked to 

discover the freshmen had set up their own Facebook page dedicated to helping each other with assignments and 

questions from previous lectures.  Most of all, shadowing was a great opportunity for the freshmen not to feel like the 

“new kids” anymore!  They have learned a lot in a short time, and they want to share their knowledge! 

The Class of „17 is truly off to a wonderful start.  The students in this class are so diverse and interesting.  Although we 

know they are all academically bright, their interests also include sports, music, theater, as well as clubs such as Speech 

and Debate, Math League, and Key Club.  As you can see, there are no limits to what these amazing kids can do when 

they set their mind to it. 

Melissa Canfield 
Freshman Liaison 
hitechgirl@verizon.net 

News from the Classes 

brucephi@tampabay.rr.com
hitechgirl@verizon.net
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Spotlight On. . . 
  . . . Our Volunteers! 
 
The IB Partnership is extremely grateful to our volunteers for sharing 

their time and talents.  In this issue we would like to spotlight a 

volunteer who has contributed significantly to the IB Programme and 

Strawberry Crest High School.  She will be greatly missed when her 

student graduates this year! 

Vonia Walther is mom to senior Sydney Luzier.  Vonia has 

answered the call whenever the IB Partnership has asked for donations 

~ whether it was soda to support Odyssey of the Mind, supplies for 

Holiday gift wrapping, or goodies for our IB Staff Luncheons.  Most 

recently, she has volunteered her time to the gift wrap fundraiser and is 

a member of the Class of 2014 Senior Banquet Committee.  

Vonia works full time as a Safety Coordinator for Tampa Electric 

Company, where she has worked for 14 years.  She is married to her 

husband of 5 years, Mark, and in addition to Sydney has three step-

sons. 

She has always been interested in volunteering, but found it to be a 

natural fit when her daughter started school.  She has worked hardest 

as a volunteer for Sydney‟s Girl Scout troop, something she has done 

since Sydney was in Kindergarten.  Through that service she quickly 

learned that work becomes easier for everyone if all just pitch in a little 

bit. So that has become her service motto.  

Vonia has made more than small contributions to the SCHS IB 

Programme, and the IB Partnership extends their greatest thanks!  

“Supporting my 

daughter in her 

education and 

success is one of 

the most 

important things 

that I feel I can 

do as a parent.  

Helping the IB 

Partnership is 

one of those 

ways that I can 

support her 

education.” 

Volunteers by the Numbers 

In December, MORE THAN 20 PARENTS AND FAMILIES donated food, drinks, paper products, and gift 

cards to make our Holiday Teacher Luncheon a SUCCESS!  Additionally, MORE THAN 50 PARENTS 

AND STUDENTS gift wrapped December 13-15 and 20-24 for our annual fundraiser.  This year, we 

RAISED OVER $3,700 to benefit our IB Programme!  THANK YOU! 
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Coming Up . . . Odyssey of the Mind! 

On Saturday, February 15th Strawberry Crest High School 

will once again host Odyssey of the Mind, which draws 

hundreds of students, teachers, and parents from all over 

the Tampa Bay region. This international program 

promotes teamwork and creative thinking by challenging 

teams of five to seven students to work together to solve 

long term and spontaneous problems. Students competing 

at regional competitions may qualify for state finals and 

eventually world finals.  

For the 4th year, the IB Partnership will provide 

concessions for attendees. This year we are bringing in 

food trucks for the very first time!  However, we will still 
need student volunteers to pop, package, and sell 
popcorn!  Proceeds from concessions sales will go toward 

supporting the IB Programme.  More details to come!  Any 

questions? Contact Karen Hilber at (813) 662-4110 or 

karenhilber22@gmail.com. 

Fifth Annual 

IB Spring Picnic 

Saturday, March 29  

11 a.m-2 p.m. 

Medard Park 

Plant City (S. Turkey Creek RD.) 

Please join us for the 5th annual IB Picnic!  

Family fun, bring-your-own lunch, meet other 

IB students and families, welcome the Class of 

2018, and celebrate the end-of-the year! 

 

Mark your calendars!  Details to come! 

 

Fifth Annual Talent Show 

March 6, 2014  ~  6 p.m. 

Calling all dancers, singers, comedians, musicians, and performers!  It is time to start 

planning for the Annual SCHS Talent Show! 

Auditions:  February 5th, 3 p.m. in the Band Room 

Dress Rehearsal:  March 5th, 3 p.m. in the Auditorium 

 

The Talent Show is an annual fundraiser hosted by the IB 

Partnership and the Music Department.  Students can earn action 

hours for time spent helping produce the event, or creative hours 

for performing in the show.  A panel of 4-5 judges will score each act 

on Appearance, Showmanship, and Crowd Appeal. Trophies will be 

awarded in each category and for Best of Show.  Audition 

applications can be picked up in the Guidance Lobby from Susan 

Lewis and are due along with a $5 audition fee on February 3rd 

(also will be accepted at auditions). 

karenhilber22@gmail.com
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Online Security Presentation 

Parents, you are invited to attend a 1-hour presentation by IB parent Jerry 

Jackson on how to help your family stay “Safe and Secure Online.”  Mr. 

Jackson will be at Strawberry Crest High School at 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, January 28, 2014.  

As a certified computer systems security and biometrics expert from the 

Software Engineering Institute of Carnegie Mellon University in 

Pittsburgh, Mr. Jackson advises the Department of Defense and other 

government agencies on how to secure their electronic activities. The 

presentation will cover topics vital to keeping you and your children as 

safe as possible functioning in the ever increasing electronic world. The 

presentation will include: Social Networking Safety, Sexting, Mobile 

Phones, Texting, Cyberbullying, Safe Gaming, Internet Security, and 

others.  Please attend to learn ways to help keep your children‟s and your 

own activities more “Safe and Secure Online.” 

  
 

College Considerations:  Facebook Friend or Frenemy? 

According to a recent CBS News report, if your child is considering applying for private college scholarships you need to 

worry about more than getting the application right.  Members of the National Scholarship Providers Association, whose 

members award more than $1 billion in scholarships each year, are researching applicants online and looking for reasons 

NOT to award prizes!  Approximately one-quarter of scholarship providers are using search engines or social media sites 

to check up on applicants, and 92 percent of them turn to Facebook.  Here are their reasons: 

• To determine whether the applicant uses good judgment (58%) 
• To determine whether the applicant uses provocative or inappropriate remarks or photos (58%) 
• To look for illegal activities, such as underage drinking or use of drugs (50%) 
• To get to know the applicant better (42%) 
• To look for insensitive or discriminatory remarks (42%) 
• To identify a negative attitude (42%) 
• To look for creativity and other positive traits (25%) 
• To discover lies about qualifications listed on the application (25%) 
• To evaluate real-life communication skills. 
 
To protect your child's scholarship chances, Fastweb (a scholarship search engine) suggests these tips for your student: 
• Google your name and look for inappropriate material in the first 10 pages of search results.  Correct the problem 

pages if possible. 
• Use an appropriate e-mail address--nothing provocative. 
• Review your Facebook account and remove inappropriate and immature content.  Also delete questionable posts 

on your Wall by friends. 
• Ask an adult to review your Facebook page and help identify problem content. 


